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Insights on the Hispanic/Spanish speaking 
or Descent Population in Canada 

– based on 2021 Census



Presentation outline
• Overview of the richness and diversity of ethnocultural concepts available in the 

Canadian census

• Contextual information - Immigration in Canada with “Hispanic/Latin- American or 
Spanish-speaking” population.

• Definition and measurement of the Hispanic/Spanish speaking or descent 
population (‘Hispanic” population)

• Proposed definition (and derivation method) of the “Hispanic” population by the 
Canadian Hispanic Congress

• Selected characteristics of the “Hispanic” population
• Demographic
• Diversity
• Socio-economic outcomes
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Evolution of the richness and diversity of 
ethnocultural questions in the Canadian census
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1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021
Lieu de naissance de la personne

Citoyenneté/Nationalité

Année/Période d'immigration

Année/Période de naturalisation

Statut d'immigrant reçu

Lieu de naissance des parents

Couleur

Origine

Groupes de population

Groupes autochtones

Statut d'indien inscrit ou des traités

Membre d'une Première Nation ou bande indienne

Canadien français

Langue maternelle

Connaissance du français et de l'anglais

Connaissance des autres langues

Langue la plus souvent parlée à la maison

Langue régulièrement parlée à la maison

Langue la plus souvent utilisée au travail

Langue régulièrement utilisée au travail

Religion

Place of birth

Citizenship

Year of immigration

(Year of naturalization)

Immigrant status

Place of birth of parents

(Colour)

Origin*

Population groups/visible minorities

Aboriginal groups (Aboriginal identity)

Registered or Treaty Indian status

Membership in a First Nation or Indian band

(French Canadian)

Mother tongue

Knowledge of official languages

Knowledge of non-official languages

Language spoken most often at home

Language spoken regularly at home

Language used most often at work

Language used regularly at work

Religion



Measuring the Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent 
population in the 2021 Census

Knowledge 
of non-
official 

language*

1,171,455 could 
conduct a 

conversation in 
Spanish

See census detailed 
data table

Language 
spoken at 

home*

654,355 spoke 
Spanish (most 
often or on a 

regular basis) at 
home

See census 
detailed data table

Mother 
tongue*

536,460 (single 
responses) had 

Spanish as their first 
language learned at 
home in childhood 

and still understood  
at the time of the 

Census

See census detailed 
data table

Ethnic 
origin*

900,495 reported 
Latin, Central and 
South American 

origins, either alone 
or in combination

(including 42,405 
Hispanic responses)

342,040 reported 
a Spanish origin, 
either alone or in 

combination

See census detailed 
data table

Population 
group*

104,765
reported being 
Latin American 

and White

580,235
reported being 
Latin American 

only – and 
identified as a 

visible minority

See census 
detailed data 

table

Citizenship*

At least …
118,460 had a 

Mexican citizenship

99,300 had a 
Colombian 
citizenship

38,025 had a 
Salvadoran 
citizenship 

31,310 had a 
Venezuelan 
citizenship

And more…

See census detailed 
data table

Place of 
birth

1,107,455 were 
born in the 
Caribbean, 

Bermuda, Central 
and South America

See census detailed 
data table

1,675,005 were 
born in Canada, 
with at least one 

parent born in the 
Caribbean, 

Bermuda, Central 
and South America

See census detailed 
data table
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*Including single and multiple responses.
Source: Statistics Canada, 2021 Census of Population.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810021701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810020101
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810036401
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810035501&geocode=A000011124
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/dp-pd/prof/details/page.cfm?LANG=E&GENDERlist=1,2,3&STATISTIClist=1,4&DGUIDlist=2021A000011124&HEADERlist=31&SearchText=Canada
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810035901
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810030701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810033801
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Immigration in Canada

Sources: Statistics Canada, Census of Population, 2021

Distribution of foreign-born population, by region of birth, Canada, 2021

Recent immigrants

The proportion of recent 
immigrants born in the Caribbean, 
Bermuda, Central and South 
America was 8.6% in 2021, 
compared to 16.2% in 1991.

Majority of recent immigrants 
were born in Asia and it increased 
from 48.7% in 1990 to 62% in 
2021.

India was the leading 
country of birth among 
recent immigrants in 
2021.
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• Immigration from the Caribbean, Bermuda, Central and South America have been relatively 
stable over time

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810030201&pickMembers%5B0%5D=1.1&pickMembers%5B1%5D=2.1&pickMembers%5B2%5D=3.1&pickMembers%5B3%5D=4.1&pickMembers%5B4%5D=5.1
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Mother Tongue Language Other Than English Or French 
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• In 2021, Spanish was 
reported as the 4th single 
mother tongue language in 
Canada, accounting for about 
7% of all the single mother 
tongue languages. 

• The most spoken single 
mother language was 
Mandarin which accounted 
for about 13% of all the 
single mother tongue 
languages. Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Population, 2021.

Language

Single responses of 
language spoken at 
home

Percentage of all  
single mother 
tongue languages

Mandarin 322,295 0.13 

Punjabi (Panjabi) 288,670 0.12 

Yue (Cantonese) 231,825 0.10 

Spanish 179,850 0.07 

Arabic 133,810 0.06 

• In Canada, Spanish is the fourth most common mother tongue language other than English 
or French 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810020101
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Ethnic Origins
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Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Population, 2021.

• More than 20 different ethnic origins (which were reported either alone or in combination 
with other origins) can be associated with the ‘Hispanic’ population. 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810035501&geocode=A000011124
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• “Latin American” is the sixth largest visible minority group in Canada
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Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Population, 2021.
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https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=9810035102
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‘Hispanic/Spanish-Speaking or Descent’ Population
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CHC definition: “Any individual 
whose country of origin or that 
of his/her ancestors has 
SPANISH as one of its official -
or majority - languages”. 
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Mother tongue
Spanish

Place of birth 

(person or 

parents) 
23 selected Spanish 

speaking countries: 

Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 

Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial 
Guinea, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Puerto Rico, Spain, Uruguay, 

Venezuela.

Ethnic origins
Reported at least one of 

the 25 selected origins:
Arawak, Argentinian, Bolivian, Chilean, 

Colombian, Costa Rican, Cuban, 

Dominican, Ecuadorian, Guatemalan, 

Hispanic, Honduran, Maya, Mexican, 

Nicaraguan, Panamanian, Paraguayan, 

Peruvian, Puerto Rican, Salvadorian, 

Spanish, Uruguayan, Venezuelan, Other 

aboriginal from Central/South America, 

“Latin, Central and South American 

origins, not included elsewhere”. 

• ‘Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or 
descent’ population as defined 
by the Canadian Hispanic 
Congress (CHC)



Mother tongue
Spanish

Total ‘Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent’ 
population as defined by the 

Canadian Hispanic Congress (CHC) in 2021 

1,193,880       

Main components

79.6% reported at least one of the selected 
ethnic/cultural origins

76.8% reported one of the selected places of birth 
for themselves or at least one of their parents.                      

49.8% reported Spanish as their mother tongue  
1
0Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.

Place of birth

Ethnic origins

950,030

917,455
594,040

88,270

186,8706,025

493,240

6,505

149,075

263,895

‘Hispanic/Spanish-Speaking or Descent’ Population
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The “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent” population
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Sources: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2001 to 2006, 2016, 2021; National Household Survey, 2011.

• The “Hispanic/Spanish-
speaking or descent” 
population has been on 
the rise since 2001, 
representing over a 
million individuals and 
3.3% of the Canadian 
population in 2021
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Hispanic Population In Canada

149,965

148,145 
16,230 54,480 

496,395 
307,925 

2,360 

6,725 

8,885

1,295 

Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.

3.1%

3.5%

Proportion of the 
“Hispanic/Spanish-
speaking or descent” 
population in Canada: 
3.3 %

1.5% 4.2%
3.5%

3.7%

0.5%

0.9%

0.9%

0.9%

870 
2.2% 410 

1.0% 200 
0.5%

• The share of the ‘Hispanic’ population in Manitoba, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec is 
higher than the national average.
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Age Distribution of the Hispanic Population

• The “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent” population is young, with a median age of 31 
years

Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021. 
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Household Characteristics of the Hispanic Population

14Source: Statistics  Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.

Living arrangements in the household
‘Hispanic’ 

population
(%)

Total 
population

(%)

In a couple without children 40.6 1.3

In a couple with children 29.1 1.0

In a lone-parent family 9.7 0.3

Persons in multigenerational households 5.1 0.2

Living with others (relatives or non-relatives) 7.3 0.2

Living alone 8.2 0.3

• In 2021, almost half of the “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent” population were living in 
a household with a couple and children.
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• Nine in ten people in the “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or descent” population had 
an immigrant background
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Generation status indicates for 
how many generations a person 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Custom table, Census of Population, 2021.

First generation
Persons who were 
born outside Canada

Second generation
Persons who were born in 
Canada and had at least one 
parent born outside Canada

Generation of Immigrants
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• About half of the “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or decent” population is, or has ever been, a 
landed immigrant

16Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.
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• In 2021, 50 places of birth were reported by “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking or 
descent” immigrants

17

Top countries of birth for ‘Hispanic’ immigrants,
Canada, 2021 

number percent 
Total 561,170  100.0 

Mexico 90,585  16.1 

Colombia 80,570 14.4 
El Salvador 49,445  8.8 

Philippines 41,575  7.4           
Peru 31,415 5.6 

United States 15,790  2.8 
Brazil 7,830  1.4 
France 7,665 1.4 

Other  206,175     36.7 

Main admission categories for 
‘Hispanic’ immigrants who were 

admitted between 1980 and 2021

• Economic immigrants (39.3%)

• Immigrants sponsored by family (33.4%) 

• Refugees (24.8%) 

• Other immigrants (2.5%)

Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021. 

“Hispanic” Immigrants and Place of Birth
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• The main immigrant admission categories and source countries have changed over time.
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• Although Spanish was the most common mother tongue among the “Hispanic/Spanish-speaking 
or descent” population in 2021, more people reported English as their language spoken most 
often at home

19

1. Single response

Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.
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Education

20Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, 2021 Census of Population, 
2021.

Highest certificate, diploma or degree for the ‘Hispanic’ population and total populations 
aged 25 to 64 years, Canada, 2021
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• The ‘Hispanic’ population is more likely to hold a university certificate, diploma or degree, 
compared to the total population
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Employment and Income

21

Employment and unemployment 
rates for the core-aged men group 

(25 to 54 years), Canada, 2021

Note: Not adjusted to isolate the influence of marital status, highest level of education, generation status, language most often spoken at home (English, French, Spanish, Other languages) and visible minority groups. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.
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• The employment rate of the ‘Hispanic’ men is same as the non-Hispanic men.
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Employment and Income
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Employment and unemployment 
rates for the core-aged women group 

(25 to 54 years), Canada, 2021

Note: Not adjusted to isolate the influence of marital status, highest level of education, generation status, language most often spoken at home (English, French, Spanish, Other languages) and visible minority groups. 
Source: Statistics Canada, Custom tables, Census of Population, 2021.
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• The employment rate of the ‘Hispanic’ women is smaller than the non-Hispanic men.



For more information, please visit www.statcan.gc.ca

Thank you!

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/

